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Superintendent’s Thoughts 

BIBLE MONTH – WEEK 3 – MARK 8:22-10:52 – On the Way 
 

This week’s image is from a collection called “The Christ We Share” and 
places Jesus in an Indian setting. Christ is portrayed as a high-caste 
Brahmin, but his skin is darker than some of his companions, which links 
him with lower castes. The spotless, floating white robe worn by Jesus, 
billowing in the wind, accentuates Christ at one with the elements which 
he controls, so that he cannot be harmed by them. This is the universal 
gospel, interpreted by India, for India, but speaking to all. This image 
accompanies the gospel reading for this coming Sunday’s worship. 
 
Rather than reflecting on a specific bible passage this week, I wanted to 
share some observations about the gospel of Mark as a whole and, in 
particular, how chapter 8 is a significant turning point. The first half of the 

gospel is a fast-paced record of Jesus’ ministry, so speedy and full of energy that it can leave 
the reader quite breathless! After the vast majority of the healing miracles that Jesus offers, 
there is an instruction to the person healed not to say anything about it. In the case of the blind 
man, whose story is told in chapter 8, he is told to go home but not even to enter his village. 
There is the related theme of metaphorical blindness running through the narrative, including 
quite pointed statements about the disciples’ inability to understand the significance of what they 
were witnessing. 
 
Then, in the second half of chapter 8, Jesus asks two direct questions of the disciples, “Who do 
people say I am?” and “And you (plural form), who do you say I am?” Morna Hooker writes the 
following: 

“It is the crowd that are astonished at what Jesus does, and who think of him as a 
wonder-worker. [Peter’s] confession of Jesus as the Christ may be inadequate, but it is at 
least a platform on which Jesus can begin to teach his disciples the true meaning of his 
messiahship.”1 

 
It is from this point in the gospel that Jesus starts to predict his passion, with three examples of 
this in chapter 8 alone. The understanding that there is a ‘secret’ contained within the gospel is 
widely-held and it is at this point that the revealing of it begins. It is not so much that something 
has to be hidden, but rather that there is something to be revealed. Jesus’ teaching and ministry 
has been exercised in the open for all to see and yet… the urgent need for an understanding of 
the Kingdom has not been seen (understood) by those who will continue its growth and 
development following Jesus’ death. 
 
The secret is concerned with Jesus’ identity – referred to as “my beloved Son” both at his 
baptism and at the Transfiguration which will follow in chapter 9. The secret is equally about 
faith in Jesus. Simply hearing and seeing Jesus’ words and actions does not always persuade 
people of the truth. It requires a personal commitment on our behalf to recognise God at work in 
him. Thirdly, the secret of Jesus’ true identity remains secret (mostly) until the very end of the 
gospel when the tomb is found to be empty. “Yes I am the Messiah!” 
 
A final question: Where do you see and hear the Messiah present in your 21st century context? 
 

 
1 Hooker, M The Message of Mark (1983) p.54 
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Dates for the Diary 

Week beginning  
June 
20th 

June 
27th 

July 
4th 

July 
11th 

Sunday 4.00 pm 
Reflection – a short 30-minute gathering using images, music and words 
led by Revd Rachel Borgars. 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84235746908 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Monday 7:30 pm 
Discussion Group – originally called the ‘Hot Potatoes’ group, this is an 
opportunity to discuss current issues with some theology as part of the 
mix. 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84961411119 

✓  ✓  

Tuesday 7:30 pm 
Midweek Evening Prayer – based on the Methodist Worship Book led by 
Hungerford Methodist Church  
 
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/87344877369?pwd=YnYwQU50K1JuYzhkan
BtQit3OU9XZz09 (Passcode: x3a55r) 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Thursday 7:30 pm 
Circuit Bible Study – a more formal Bible study which usually meets 
monthly on the last Thursday in the month. During June we shall meet 
weekly following the Bible Month material. 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88651459988 

✓ 
Bible 

Month 

✓ 
Bible 
Month 

  

Friday 9:15 am (based around Whitchurch & Kingsclere) 
Prayer Group – an opportunity to pray together, bringing both joys and 
concerns in prayer. 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82103846709 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

 

If you would like to join in with any of these gatherings via telephone, please do ring me on 
01256 895878 and I will give you the details to dial in via any telephone. I do hope you will join 

us, even if you haven’t felt Zoom is for you up until now!! 
 

 

AN UPDATE ON FUNDRAISING 

Many thanks to those of you who contributed to the District 

Appeal in support of Christian Aid, marking our thankfulness 

for the possibility of free vaccines against Coronavirus. 

At the District Policy Committee last week, it was confirmed 

that the total donated through the District’s funds was an 

amazing £12,271 – the money will go directly to help prevent the spread of the pandemic via 

Christian Aid’s partner organisations in the developing world. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84235746908
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84961411119
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/87344877369?pwd=YnYwQU50K1JuYzhkanBtQit3OU9XZz09
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/87344877369?pwd=YnYwQU50K1JuYzhkanBtQit3OU9XZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88651459988
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82103846709
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Pastoral News 

Please remember the following people and circumstances: 
 

 

For all who had hoped that restrictions would be further 

lifted on June 21st, especially those whose businesses 

remain adversely affected. 

 

For the work of community groups who continue to support 

those in need across our towns and villages. 

 

For all the congregations across the Circuit as we begin to 

discern what “church” is going to look like as we move into a new phase of community living 

after the worst excesses of the pandemic are over. 

 

“Be still and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10) 

 
An update from Karen Frost: News from the North! (of the Circuit) 

 

Our older people received Together at Home activity bags from 

October to April. I know the bags were enjoyed and people 

found them useful to while away the hours of lockdown and/or 

shielding as well as giving them something to chat about when 

speaking with family and friends. The feedback received has 

been really positive, and I know they appreciated the 

devotional material and, of course, each month’s edible treat!  I 

trust the geraniums from the April bag are in flower.  I had two 

of the left-over ones – look at the photo. I haven’t killed them! 

During June – August, I’m trying to encourage members of 

Hungerford’s Tuesday Fellowship, Newbury’s Evergreen 

Fellowship and Thatcham’s non-digital congregation to 

meet in small groups at local venues for a cup of tea.  

Some of us feel fearful about going out and mixing with 

others when many months have been spent at home, so I 

hope the venues I’ve chosen will enable people to feel 

safe enough to join me.  Members will have the 

opportunity to meet in a small group at least once a month. I’ll be in touch by phone within the next 

week or so. 

 

This Photo by Unknown Author is 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/jamesshade/473206000/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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We’re not sure how the next few months are going to pan out. However, I’m cautiously hopeful we 

can start Vintage Adventure (based on Messy Vintage) at Thatcham once a month from 

September. It’s an afternoon of informal worship, singing (if we’re allowed!), activities, chat, tea 

and cake for the young at heart. Watch this space! 

Several exciting opportunities have arisen in a local care 

home and a day centre. Relationships are being built. Staff 

and I have a common understanding of how we might support 

residents in the care home; they’re willing to try new ideas that 

will benefit the residents’ spiritual wellbeing. Please pray for 

an outpouring of the Holy Spirit into this work.  

Karen Frost 

 


